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Assistant Professo, Department of English
Don Bosco College,
Kohima (Nagaland)

The notion of gender and narrative is closely
intertwined. Gender is a cultural construct that
assigns identity to the people born with specific
sex and is an outcome of the individual’s
interaction with the society. Narrative, on the
other hand, is the art of narrating stories, however
the term carries deeper meanings as narrator
cannot be separated from the art he produces.
This implies that the culture and society which a
narrator is a part of is reflected largely in his/her
art. A range of stylistic patterns can be observed
in the manner in which a narrative is formulated.
The differentiation is an outcome not of the
anatomy (sex) but the cultural conditioning of
the narrator. It is important to realize that sex is
biologically acquired and gender is the
stereotypical identity that is associated to it.
Indian patriarchal society expects members
belonging to different sex to speak, behave, and
conduct themselves in a socially “correct”
manner.

Our society expects men to be the bread
carners and women to be the nurtures. Politeness,
humility, tenderness, passivity are the feminine
traits however strength, aggressiveness, and
assertiveness is considered to be masculine traits.
Ifeither of the sexes do not confirm to society’s
pre-conceived notions they are quickly termed
otherwise. Robert stroller in his book Sex and
Gender suggests that
sen[;g]:]{ileb sex and' gender seem to common
everyday I ﬁ:a;“_ca“}’ synonymous and in
+--the fact is that t; o ey bound together

€ two realms (sex and gender)

are not at all inextricably bound in anything ke
a one to one relationship, but each may go in its
quiet independent way.

The natural biological traits with which an
individual is born determines the sex of an
individual however gender is a cultural construct
that attaches certain behavioral identities to the
members of a particular sex. Sex is established
with respect to the visual criteria (breasts or
beards, clitoris or penis) and gender roles are no
way natural to the sexes but are something
stereotypically attached to them. Butler states,
“gender is neither the casual result of sex or not
as seemingly fixed as sex”.

The narrative patterns of male and female
writers/speakers might present polarity in the
way reality is perceived and represented. Since
men and women go through different kinds of
biological and cultural experiences their manner
of contextualizing and analyzing is also different.
Women are more affective whereas men are
instrumental in their use of words. Within the
confines of the dominant language female
narrative are concerned with reliance, security
and collaborative roles however men are always
depicted as confronters and warriors. If we Pifk
the scriptures of the religions prevailing in India
we can see that how women are always projected
as being the sole reason for treacher'y.and a
May it be Mata Sita or Dral{Pffd' in Hindu
mythology, or Eve as per the Christian Tcst?m?nt
women are depicted as the reason fo:: bru.1gm8
i1l fortune. Critics argue that this biased
representation could be accounted to the fact that
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